
August 20,2010
I took a look at the signup sheet for 911 meal workers and I do want to thank all that signed up and if we did the same as last year that would be all the help I would need but let me remind you that last year we only fed the officers and this year I’ve ask those officers to bring their families. We could be looking at about 120 people to feed this year. Soooo please sign up to honor the Police officers, Sheriff deputies, Firemen, and EMT workers and their families. It’s going to be a day of days. This is our way of saying, “THANKS”.
This week is “Blue Jean” Sunday. That means you can eat during the pot-luck meal and not worry about those fancy clothes. Come and relax as relationships are developed and tummies grow.
Sunday the 29th the workers for the 911 meal will be fixing the same meal for College students for a test run. Because of this activity there will not be a Sunday Evening Service on the 29th. Of course this is another reason for you to sign up as a helper – huh?

Another up coming event is on Labor Day Weekend. Normally the District has Family Fest and the whole church goes to that. This year Family Fest has been cancelled so we will have an AM Service ONLY as it is a Holiday.

Men! We have a fun day ahead of us. Monday the 23rd we are going on a field trip to see ooooold cars. Now some of you will have to tell me about them as I’m sure a lot of them are before my time. So if you don’t go I won’t know. We will eat lunch together and hope to return to the church by 1 PM. We will leave the church at 8:30 AM --- will any of you need a wake up call?

Wednesday evening Bible Study is dealing with the word --- ANGER. We all have it so let’s learn how to use it without sinning. I just had to say that word huh?

Kid’s Clubhouse is growing and so is the need for more committed adults for that ministry. If God has given you a heart for children and a commitment to serve Him, I need you now. The program is running and reaching souls. We will train you so there’s no need of fear that you can’t do it.

Boy those announcements are pretty boring so let’s change the subject.  As I was reading in II Kings I marveled at Hezekiah’s prayer. I’m going to call this thought Hezekiah’s prayer – I just love it when God gives me this insight for names. My name should have been Adam.
Hezekiah’s Prayer -- When the city of Jerusalem faced certain destruction from an advancing army, Hezekiah, the king of Israel, sought God in prayer -- but instead of starting off with the problem of Jerusalem's imminent destruction, he first praised God and acknowledged God’s sovereignty: “God, God of Israel, seated in majesty on the cherubim-throne. You are the one and only God, sovereign over all kingdoms on earth, maker of heaven, maker of earth ….” (2 Kings 19:15-16). 

God becomes real in our life only when we submit to his sovereignty.

Sovereignty simply means God is in control, and that he has the right to be in control. Regardless of what you believe, the truth remains – God has been and always will be in control. He rules from his heavenly throne, the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow (Hebrews 13:8).

It's essential that you understand God's sovereignty as you move forward faithfully; otherwise, you won't be able to see the hand of God working actively through the details of your life (Romans 8:28). You're likely to become overwhelmed by the immensity of the task before you and soon you’ll be plagued by worry, doubt, and fatigue. By understanding his sovereignty, you’ll readily remember that God goes before you and God comes behind you as you faithfully serve him.

You may feel inadequate in your walk with Christ, but God created you for just this very moment, and he believes in you. He is able to take what you give and use it for his glory, and he is able to handle any of your problems or concerns: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him …” (1 Corinthians 2:9).

You can find out how God answered Hezekiah’s prayer by reading 2 Kings 19:20-35.
Last Sunday Evening, during the sermon, I found myself articulating the Vision God has given me for First Assembly of God in Carlinville. I had in my mind that the setting would be much more prestigious with full attention given to just the Vision. However, there it was, just sandwiched in the middle of a sermon like peanut butter and jelly between two slices of bread. So then does that make it of less importance?  No! You see to know the vision and do nothing with it makes it of less importance.
I like the phrases that Connie finds for me and I get to show them to you.  Here is some for you to view and think on:

"A vision is not just a picture of what could be; it is an appeal to our better selves, a call to become something more." 
"Vision is not enough. It must be combined with venture. It is not enough to stare up the steps, we must step up the stairs." 

VISIONS NEVER START WITH COMPLETION; THEY DO START WITH COMMITMENT
Falling Off The Horse
The old time pastor was galloping down the road, rushing to get to church on time. 
Suddenly his horse stumbled and pitched him to the ground. 
In the dirt with a broken leg, the pastor called out, 
"All you saints in Heaven, help me get up on my horse!" 
Then, with superhuman effort, he leaped onto the horse's back and fell off the other side. 

Once again on the ground, he called to Heaven, "All right, just half of you this time!" 
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